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‘Common enemy’ China to drive momentum

Abu Dhabi, Nov. 3:
D e l h i  C a p i t a l s 

qualified for the Indian 
Premier League play-
offs at number two 
position with a six-
wicket win over Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
here on Monday.   
 RCB also entered the 

playoffs after DC took 
more than 17.3 overs to 
complete their chase.   
 It’s down to KKR 

or SRH as to who will 
finish in the top four 

and meet RCB in the 
eliminator. If SRH beat 
MI, they’ll finish third; 
if MI continue their fine 
form, KKR will finish 
fourth and play RCB.   
Invited to bat, Royal 

Challengers Bangalore 
scored 152 for seven in 
the stipulated 20 overs. 
Young Devdutt Padikkal 
top-scored with a 41-ball 
50. In reply, DC chased 
down the target with six 
balls to spare.   
 “It’s a mixed bag. 

You come to games to 
try and get a result your 
way. Through probably 
the 11th over, the 17.3 
mark was informed by 
the management. Even 
if the game was drifting 
away, we controlled 
the middle overs well 
enough,” RCB skipper 
Virat Kohli said.   
“I think we’ve played 

good enough cricket 
in this tournament to 
qualify. We have two 
games to the final 

Delhi Capitals finish second; 
RCB also qualify

Washington, Nov. 3: 
Irrespective of the 

outcome of the November 
3 presidential elections, 
relationship between India 
and the US is expected to 
continue at the same pace 
as it has in the last two 
decades and strengthen 
further, policy documents 
and remarks from the two 
campaigns indicate. 
President Donald Trump, 

in the first term of his 
presidency, has emerged 
as the best friend of 
India at the White House 
taking the relationship 
to a new level and his 
friendship with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is well known, which 
was reflected in the two 
addressing massive two 
joint rallies in the US and 
India in less than a year. 
Former vice president 

Joe Biden, the Democratic 
presidential candidate, has 
a strong track record of 
being an ardent advocate 
of a strong India-US 
relationship both as a 

Senator from Delaware 
for over three decades 
and then as deputy of 
President Barack Obama 
for eight years. 
From playing a key 

role in the passage of 
India-US civil nuclear 
deal during a Republican 
administration to setting 
up the goal of a $ 500 
billion in bilateral trade, 
Biden has strong ties 
with Indian leadership 
across the aisle and has 
a large number of Indian 
Americans within his 
close circuit. 
The ground for India-

US relationship post 
November 3 was laid 
down during the recently 
concluded 2+2 ministerial 
held in New Delhi. 
Officials from the two 
countries, both during 
and after the ministerial, 
underscored that the ties 
have bipartisan support 
and it is not based on 
which party occupies the 
White House or have a 
majority in the House of 

Representatives and the 
Senate. 
It is very well expected 

that there could be a 
change in nuances or 
emphasis on certain 
elements of relationship, 
on who occupies the White 
House or have majority 
in the Congress, the 
common national interest 
of the two countries in 
terms of democracy and 
threat being posed by 
China, would drive the 
momentum between India 
and the US. 
Unde r t h e T rump 

administration, defence 
and energy are being 
identified as two key pillars 
of the relationship, along 
with the cooperation and 
collaboration in the health 
sector in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
However, differences on 
issues related to bilateral 
trade, foreign workers 
visas would continue to 
remain. 
Notably, India is the 

on ly majo r coun t ry 

with which the Trump 
administration failed to 
arrive at a trade deal, 
even a mini-trade deal, 
despite the fact the top 
leadership of both India 
and the US expressed 
their desire to do so. 
Given the track record 
of differences between 
the two countries for 
the last three decades, 
the sharp differences are 
likely to remain the same 
even during a Biden 
administration. 
However, the bilateral 

trade is likely to grow at 
a fast pace between India 
and the US irrespective 
of who comes to power. 
Officials from the two 
countries are likely to 
pick up the thread from 
the trade negotiations 
that they have almost 
concluded this year. India 
will continue to place 
massive orders towards 
purchase of defence 
equipment and take the 
bilateral energy trade to 
a new level. 

Presidential election not 
to dampen India-US ties

Washington, Nov. 3:  
President Donald 

Trump and his Democratic 
challenger Joe Biden 
were making a last ditch 
efforts on Monday to 
convince undecided voters 
of their plans and policies 
on the final day of the 
campaign in critical 
battleground states, with 
polls indicating that the 
race for the White House 
could be headed for a 
photo-finish.  

 The two candidates 
spent Sunday making 
their final pitches to 

voters ahead of Tuesday’s 
election. Trump, 74, 
toured five battleground 
states of Michigan, Iowa, 
North Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida while his 
77-year-old rival spoke 
at a campaign event in 
Pennsylvania, where the 
race also looks tight.  

Trump, a Republican, 
plans a hectic campaign 
trip through Wisconsin 
and Pennsylvania on 
Monday, aimed at saving 
the key states he won 
four years ago.  

Both Biden and Trump 

are also trying to woo 
Indian-American voters, 
one of the critical voting 
blocs in this year’s 
election.  

There is an estimated 
four million Indian-
American population of 
which about 2.5 million 
are potential voters in 
the November 2020 
presidential elections. 
Over 1.3 million Indian-
Americans are voters 
in key battleground 
states, including Texas, 
Michigan, Florida and 
Pennsylvania.  

Trump, Biden  in last  mile stretch

London, Nov. 3:  
British Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson 
said on Monday that 
there is “no alternative” 
but to impose a 
second England-wide 
lockdown as he tabled 
his proposals to curb 
the surge in coronavirus 
cases before members 
of Parliament.  

He rejected 
Opposition allegations 
that the government has 
been “slow” to act and 
said “no one wants to 
impose measures unless 
absolutely essential”.  

“When the data 
changes course, we 
must change course 
too,” he told MPs in 
the House of Commons, 
who must vote on the 
plans for them to take 
effect from Thursday.  

“There is no 

alternative but to take 
action at a national 
level I am truly 
sorry for the anguish 
these rules will cause 
businesses,” Johnson 
said, as he thanked his 
senior Cabinet minister 
and Downing Street 
neighbour, Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak, for his 
“creativity” in coming 
up with support 
packages to help 
businesses through the 
crisis.  Johnson had 
announced the second 
England-wide stay-at-
home lockdown on 
Saturday after details 
of a high-level Cabinet 
meeting were leaked 
ahead of schedule.  

He told the Commons 
on Monday that failing 
to act would risk the 
state-funded National 
Health Service (NHS) 

being overwhelmed 
and doctors having to 
choose which patients 
to treat and having a 
knock-on effect for 
other kinds of care.  

He warned that 
COVID-19 is “doubling 
faster than we could 
conceivably add 
capacity” to the health 
service.  

According to 
the details laid out 
before Parliament, the 
measures will “expire” 
on December 2 and 
after that the plan is for 
England to revert to the 
current tiered system 
of localised restrictions, 
with MPs given a say 
on the way forward 
at that stage. The PM 
also pledged a “steady 
but massive” expansion 
of rapid testing for 
COVID-19.  

Johnson justifies 2nd lockdown 
as virus cases surge

New Delhi, Nov. 3:  
The first phase of 

the Exercise Malabar 
among the navies of 
India, the US, Japan and 
Australia will kick start 
off Visakhapatnam in 
the Bay of Bengal on 
Tuesday, in a reflection 
of growing congruence 
in strategic interests of 
the four nations.  

 The exercise is taking 
place at a time India and 
China are locked in a 
nearly six-month-long 
bitter border standoff in 
eastern Ladakh that has 
significantly strained their 
ties. Japan, Australia and 
the US are also having 
friction with China in 
the last few months over 
a variety of issues.  

 Last month, India 
announced that Australia 
will be part of the 
exercise which effectively 

made it a drill by all 
four member nations of 
the Quad or Quadrilateral 
coalition, which is 
primarily focusing on 
containing China’s 
military expansionism in 
the Indo-Pacific region.  

 The first segment of 
the exercise will be from 
November 3 to 6 while 
the second phase of the 
drill is scheduled to be 
held from November 17 
to 20 in the Arabian sea.  

 “The exercise, being 
conducted as a ‘non-
contact, at sea only’ 
exercise in view of 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
will showcase the high-
levels of synergy and 
coordination between the 
friendly navies, which 
is based on their shared 
values and commitment 
to an open, inclusive 
Indo-Pacific and a rules-

Exercise Malabar first  phase off 
Visakhapatnam coast

now. We can be more 
brave in the back end, 
probably be better in 
the powerplay with the 
ball which has been 
our strength. You take 
what you can with these 
games,” he added.  
“Chuffed with the 

performance. We knew it 
was a do or die and we 
just focused on the win, 
not NRR. The teams 
who won in the latter 
half completely changed 
the scenario. It’s a really 
competitive tournament 
for sure. I feel that the 
bowlers were really up 
with their plans and 
knew what they had to 
execute,” Delhi Capitals 
captain Shreyas Iyer 
stated.   
“We h a d  a  f ew 

sessions back in the 
hotel on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the 
opposition and it worked 
out today. Mumbai are 
one of the best teams in 
the tournament. We need 
to keep things simple, 
that’s what we discussed 
in the meetings. Stick 
to the basics. The more 
you keep things simple, 
the easier it gets,” he 
explained.  

Brief scores: Royal 
Challengers Bangalore: 
152/7 in 20 overs 
(Devdutt Padikkal 50; 
Anrich Nortje 3/33). Lost 
to Delhi Capitals: 154/4 
in 19 overs (Shikhar 
Dhawan 54, Ajinkya 
Rahane 60; Shahbaz 
Ahmed 2/26) by six 
wickets.  
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Washington, Nov 3:  
A veteran Republican 

operative who got his start 
in politics by helping to 
persuade a judge to throw 
out hundreds of mail-
in ballots is organising 
an “army” of volunteers 
for US President Donald 
Trump’s campaign 
to monitor voting in 
Democratic-leaning areas 
on Tuesday.  

Mike Roman, Trump’s 
director of Election Day 
Operations, is a former 
White House aide 
from Pennsylvania who 
gathered claims in 1993 
of voter fraud, resulting in 
a court ruling overturning 
election results and getting 
his candidate seated in the 
Pennsylvania State Senate.  

It is a strategy 
that Trump has been 

Trump gets veterans to 
monitor voting frauds

advocating on Twitter and 
on the stump.  

For months, the 
president has been trying 
to undercut the validity 
of mail-in ballots, a long-
used method of voting 
that was up this year 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Over the last 
week, Trump has also 
suggested that any votes 
tabulated after Election 
Day are suspect, even as 
his campaign has opposed 
plans by election officials 
to start counting mail-in 
ballots early.  Roman, who 
previously ran the secretive 
in-house intelligence unit 
for the political network 
led by GOP mega-donors 
Charles and David Koch, 
has organised a purported 
50,000 poll watchers, 
many of them through 
an “Army For Trump” 
website that asks his 
supporters to “enlist” in 
his reelection fight. The 
campaign also has hired 
full-time staff in at least 
11 battleground states to 
organise the effort, several 
of them young lawyers.  

Amidst the raging 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Americans have voted in 
large numbers, already 
casting a record 93 million 
ballots, about two-thirds 
of the overall 2016 vote 
count of 138.8 million. 
Some 239 million people 
are eligible to vote this 
year.  The mail-in ballots 
could take days or weeks 
to be counted in some 
states - meaning a winner 
might not be declared in 
the hours after polls close 
on Tuesday. The figure 
of 93 million includes 33 
million in-person votes 
and 58 million mail-in 
ballots. National polls 
continue to show Biden 
leading Trump, by about 
8 percentage points.  

US elections, however, 
are not determined by the 
national popular vote, but 
rather in the 538-member 
Electoral College, with 
each candidate needing a 
majority of 270 to win 
the presidency.  

In all but two of the 
country’s 50 states, either 
Trump or Biden will 
win all the electors from 
each state by winning the 
popular vote there, with 
the most populous states 
holding the most electors.  
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based international order,” 
the Indian Navy said in 
a statement on Monday.  
The Indian Navy will 
deploy a number of key 
platforms in the exercise 
which will include 
destroyer Ranvijay, 
frigate Shivalik, off-shore 
patrol vessel Sukanya, 
fleet support ship Shakti 
and submarine Sindhuraj. 
Also, advanced jet 
trainer Hawk, long-range 
maritime patrol aircraft 
P-8I, Dornier maritime 
patrol aircraft, and 

several helicopters will 
be participating in the 
exercise, officials said.  

 US Navy ship USS 
John S McCain, a 
guided-missile destroyer, 
Australian Navy’s long-
range frigate HMAS 
Ballarat with integral 
MH-60 helicopter and 
Japan Maritime Self 
Defence Force’s JS 
Onami, a destroyer, will 
be among key platforms 
to be part of the first 
phase of the Malabar 
exercise, they said.  


